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LESSON #5 – Victory in WWII
(5/20) VOCABULARY 10:5

(complete these BEFORE the lesson)
(use the page #s to find what the book as to 
say about each word – do NOT google
unless you’ve exhausted the text book)

B-29 Superfortress
Iwo Jima  (310) 
Hirohito (311)
Atomic bomb 
Manhattan Project 
Enola Gay (312)
Little Boy [bomb]
Hiroshima (what happened there)
Fat Man [bomb]
Nagasaki (what happened there)
V-J Day
Nuremberg Trials

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
(complete these AFTER the lesson)

7. What finally caused the war to 
come to an end?

8. How was Truman a hero to moms 
all over America? How was he a 
villain to the world community?



Intro thoughts

What does victory mean in a war?

How is there never really a victor in 
a war?

What is the sweetest victory in any 
war?



Before lunch…

• You are one of the people on the next slide

• You’ll need to find a solution to your unique 
problem

• Talk it out with your group

• Find a solution

• Write it down on your card

• Turn in your folder



After Lunch

1. General Eisenhower

2. General MacArthur

3. General Patton

4. Rosie the Riveter

5. President Truman

6. A pilot in a B-29 Super fortress

7. A junior officer at D-Day



1. General Eisenhower

• Your goal is to get an entire army of 2 million men from 
England to France, to start pounding on the German 
army

• Your dilemma: the Germans are expecting you
1. How do you fool them into not preparing a strong 

defense where you’d like to land your troops
2. How do you get an army, with all its supplies from 

England to France 
3. What are your first steps, and how long do you guess 

it’ll happen
4. What supplies do you need? What are your “waves” 

of men and machines going to be? (in other words, 
who goes first, then second, etc… and how do you 
protect your men from being killed in huge numbers?)





2. General MacArthur

• Your goal is to get your Navy, Marine and Army forces 
close enough to Japan to inflict so much damage, they 
will surrender

• Your dilemma: the Japanese almost never surrender. 
They usually fight to the last man able to keep fighting

1. How do you convince the nation of Japan to 
surrender, when you know they hate to surrender?

2. How do you preserve your men and ships so that you 
don’t get too many killed?

3. Starting off from Midway, to Japan, what is your plan?
4. What will be your “ace in the hole” if the Japanese 

start fighting to the last man… do you keep pushing, 
or call off the fight and just go home, once the 
Japanese are rendered incapacitated (unable to fight 
on)
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3. General Patton

• Your goal is to get roll your army from France into Germany 
and force a German surrender

• Your dilemma: the you have been accused of being overly 
aggressive, causing too many men to die

1. How do you preserve your men when you know you must 
push on and advance?

2. What modern machinery will you use to pound on the 
Germans? Think of at least three examples of modern 
weapons. 

3. You know that German planes and tanks are better than 
ours. So, how can you inspire your troops to even WANT 
to engage the enemy? (fight Germany) 

4. Knowing that American can produce five tanks to very one 
of Germany, and 10 planes to every one of Germany, what 
will you suggest your men tell their girlfriends in letters?





4. Rosie the Riveter

• Your goal is to support the troops, and not demoralize 
your boyfriend, who is fighting overseas 

• Your dilemma: you miss your boyfriend, and you’ve not 
seen him in months. You’ve not heard from him in 
weeks

1. How do you stay loyal to a man you almost never see 
anymore?

2. How do you keep the relationship alive?

3. What can you do back home to lead other women in 
supporting your men?

4. What will you do if some man back home starts giving 
you attention that you miss from your boyfriend?





5. President Truman

• Your goal is to force Japan to surrender
• Your dilemma: Japan is planning to repel any American 

landing force with suicide bombers.
1. What would it take to force this Japanese bully to back off 

and just surrender?
2. You’ve been told that scientists know about a super bomb 

that can obliterate a city in a second. It uses technology 
that we don’t know what harm it’ll do. Do you suggest we 
give that a try?

3. What if you find out this bomb could make all humanity 
sick. No one knows for sure. Do you still suggest we use it? 
Why?

4. You find out the bomb will not destroy humanity, but you 
know that all cities have women and children. Do you 
suggest we still use it? Why?





6. B-29 Superfortress Pilot

• Your goal is to bomb Japan into surrender
• Your dilemma: the Japanese don’t like to surrender
1. You were told you are to use fire bombs on Japanese 

cities. Cities have women and children. Do you follow 
orders?

2. You could fly over Tokyo and warn the city you’re going to 
fire bomb it by running a fly by, the returning to drop your 
bombs. Do you do that, to give civilians time to escape? 
Why?

3. You are told that killing women and children, and innocent 
people is a good way to destroy morale in the enemy. Do 
you bomb cities knowing you’ll kill innocent people?

4. You are given the order to lead a crew of men to bomb 
Japanese cities day after day. What is your limit?
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7. A junior officer at D-Day

• Your goal is to get as many of your men ashore 
and up to the dunes, then attack the German 
gunners

• Your dilemma: your men are fully exposed on the 
beach as they get out of the troop transport

1. How do you prepare them prior to landing?
2. How will your rally them and pull them together 

to your at the dunes?
3. If a man is down, injured, but still alive, what do 

you do with him? Why?
4. What will your do once you arrive at the dunes? 

The German guns are up a steep hill, almost like 
a cliff. 





Truman becomes President
• FDR was elected to an unprecedented forth term
• Then, FDR had a stoke and died
• He never saw the end of the war
• His VP, Truman, became President for the remaining three 

years
• Is this a good thing for America, at this point? Why?



Battle of Iwo Jima
• By 1945, the Japanese had suffered an unbroken string of 

defeats for nearly two years
• Once the Japanese lost the Philippines, it was only a matter of 

time for utter destruction of Japan
• Winning Iwo Jima from Japan gave us a location from which 

we could launch fire bombs on Tokyo, and other major cities
• Okinawa was close enough to launch an invasion like D-Day



Firebombing Japan
• The allied submarines and mining of Japanese waters pretty 

much destroyed the Japanese merchant fleet. 
• Japan was dependent on raw materials to be imported. They 

were literally starving into destruction.
• The Japanese economy was wrecked by ceaseless B-29 

bombing of industry and cities
• Our new type of bomb: the fire bomb, which jellied gasoline, 

caused whole cities to burn to the ground
• Only brick and concrete buildings remained standing
• Why would be this controversial?
• How is this very un-American?
• But, how IS it Americans?
• Utter defeat was obvious… and yet…



100,000 deaths and one million homes 
destroyed







Closing in on Japan
• Faced with the prospect of an invasion of the Home 

Islands, the Imperial Headquarters concluded:

• The only course left is for Japan's one hundred million 

people to sacrifice their lives by charging the enemy to 

make them lose the will to fight

• What did they just suggest?

The Japanese plan:

• more than 3,000 kamikaze pilots would attack the amphibious 
transports before troops hit the beach.

• If this did not drive the Allies away, they planned to send 
another 3,500 kamikazes along with 5,000 suicide boats and 
the remaining destroyers and submarines



Manhattan Project
• Truman knew that thousands of young 

American men would die in such an 

invasion

• What should he do?

• Scientists had a solution

• THE ATOM BOMB

• In a millisecond, an entire city could be 

blasted from existence

• What would be necessary for this to 

force the Japanese into surrender?

• The Japanese had to believe we had an 

unlimited supply of this type of bomb



Destroying Japan
• We did NOT have more fissionable material to fill more than 

two bombs
• How could we make them BELIEVE we had more bombs, 

without actually having more?
• Our plan: drop both bombs in such quick succession that they 

fear we had no regard for their lives or cities, and just we’d 
keep bombing all cities and all people into oblivion

• So, we did. 



Destroying Japan
• On August 3, 1945, Col Tibbits boarded the Enola Gay 

outfitted with FAT MAN, the first atomic bomb ever used on 
people. He flew over Hiroshima, dropped the bomb, and 
quickly flew away

• On Nearly 100,000 people were instantly killed.
• Three days later, we dropped a bomb on Nagasaki
• Three days later, the Emperor declared defeat – why?!
• Japan officially surrendered August 15, 1945
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Trials for War Crimes

• Who should be put on trial for “crimes against 
humanity”?

• Once there is a war, is everything fair? (you 
know the saying… “all’s fair in love and war”)

• What is the limit to acceptable in war?

• What Germans have to pay for their crimes?

• What Japanese should pay for their crimes?

• Why might it be a good idea to limit the number 
of people you put on trial after a war?


